IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please accept the following amended claims: (All claims listed) 
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1 . (Currently amended) A slicker comprising: 
a slider body; 

first and second rails expending in a longitudinal direction along the slider body where 
leading edges of said rails are spaced from a leading edge of the slider body; 

a first structure haying a first depth and extending from said leading edge of the body 
to the leading edges of tlae first and second rails and between the first and second rails; 

a second structure having a second depth disposed adjacent to said first structure and 
between said first arid second rails, said second depth being lower than said first depth; and 
wherein said secosfd structure begins more than one-third of the length of the slider body from 
the leading edge/of the slider bod y; and 

a compression pad disposed proximately to a trailing edge of said slider body, said 
compression^ pad having a height equal to a height of said first and second rails and said 
compression pad including a third structure having a depth equal to the first depth . 

2. J (Currently amended) The slider of claim 1 further comprising: 
a compression pad disposed proximately to a trailing edge of s aid s lider body, wherein 

saidt first and second rails are generally closer to one another near the leading edge than near 
tire trailing edge. 



3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Cancelled) 
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6. (Currently aiyended)A slider comprising: 
a slider boc 

first and second rails extending in a longitudinal direction along the slider body; 
a first structure having a first height and extending from a leading edge of the body 
and between the first and second rails; 

a second structure having a second height disposed adjacent to said first structure and 
between said first and second rails, said second height being lower than said first height; and 
wherein said/second structure begins more than one-third of the length of the slider body from 
the leading edge of the slider bod y; and 

a compression pad disposed proximately to a trailing edge of said slider body, said 
compression pad having a height equal to a height of said first and second rails and said 
compression pad including a third structure having a height equal to the first height . 



Currently amended)The slider of claim 6 further comprising: 

compression pad disposed proximately to a trailing edge of said slider body, wherein 
said finst and second rails are generally closer to one another near the leading edge than near 
the trailing edge. 



8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Cancelled) 



/y^ 1 1 . (Currently amended) A head suspension assembly comprising: 
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a flexure; 

a slider/coupled to said flexure, said slider including 
ifer body; 

firsft and second rails extending in a longitudinal direction along the slider body where 
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leading edges of said rails are /paced from a leading edge of the slider body; 

a first structure having a first depth and extending from said leading edge of the body 
to the leading edges of the first and second rails and between the first and second rails; 

a second structuremaving a second depth disposed adjacent to said first structure and 
between said first and sefcond rails, said second depth being lower than said first depth; and 
wherein said second structure begins more than one-third of the length of the slider body from 
the leading edge of thb slider bod y; and 

a compression pad disposed proximately to a trailing edge of said slider body, said 
compression pad having a height equal to a height of said first and second rails and said 
compression pad including a third structure having a depth equal to the first depth . 



12. (Currently amended)The head suspension of claim 1 1 further comprising: 

a compres s ion pad disposed proximately to a trailing edge of s aid slider body, wherein 
said first and second rails are generally closer to one another near the leading edge than near 
the trailing iedge. 



13. (Cancelled) 
/ 14. (Cancelled) 
15. (Cancelled) 
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16. (Currently amended)A head su^ension assembly comprising: 
a flexure; 

a slider coupled to said flexure, said slider including 
a slider body; 

first and second rail^extending in a longitudinal direction along the slider body; 
a first structure having a first height and extending from a leading edge of the body 
and between the first ago second rails; 

a second structure having a second height disposed adjacent to said first structure and 
between said first and second rails, said second height being lower than said first height; and 
wherein said second structure begins more than one-third of the length of the slider body from 
the leading edge of the slider bod y; and 

a compression pad disposed proximately to a trailing edge of said slider body, said 
compression pad having a height equal to a height of said first and second rails and said 
compression pad including a third structure having a height equal to the first height . 



17. /(Currently amended)The head suspension of claim 16 further compri s ing: 

a compression pad di s posed proximately to a trailing edge of said slider body, wherein 
saidr first and second rails are generally closer to one another near the leading edge than near 
thl trailing edge. 



18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Cancelled) 



jC^ 21 . (Currently amended) A disk drive comprising: 
\j ^) a r^ording medium adapted to be rotated at a given velocity; 



a flexure; 

a sliper coupled to saicj/flexure and adapted to fly above said recording medium when 
rotated, the slider including^ 
a slider body; 

first and second /ails extending in a longitudinal direction along the slider body where 
leading edges of said /ails are spaced from a leading edge of the slider body; 

a first structifre having a first depth and extending from said leading edge of the body 
to the leading edgefs of the first and second rails and between the first and second rails; 

a second structure having a second depth disposed adjacent to said first structure and 
between said first and second rails, said second depth being lower than said first depth; and 
wherein said sfecond structure begins more than one-third of the length of the slider body from 
the leading edge of the slider bod y; and 

a compression pad disposed proximately to a trailing edge of said slider body, said 
compression pad having a height equal to a height of said first and second rails and said 
compression pad including a third structure having a depth equal to the first depth . 



22. /(Currently amended)The disk drive of claim 21 further comprising: 

a compres s ion pad disposed proximately to a trailing edge of said slider body, wherein 
said first and second rails are generally closer to one another near the leading edge than near 
the trailing edge. 



23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Cancelled) 
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26. (Currently amended)A disk dnve comprising: 

a recording medium adapted to be rotated at a given velocity; 
a flexure; / 

a slider coupled to said flexure and adapted to fly above said recording medium when 
rotated, the slider including 
a slider body; / 

first and second rails extending in a longitudinal direction along the slider body; 

a first structure having a first height and extending from a leading edge of the body 
and between the first and second rails; 

a second structure having a second height disposed adjacent to said first structure and 
between said fn/st and second rails, said second height being lower than said first height; and 
wherein said s/econd structure begins more than one-third of the length of the slider body from 
the leading eoge of the slider bod y; and 

a compression pad disposed proximately to a trailing edge of said slider body, said 
compress/on pad having a height equal to a height of said first and second rails and said 
compression pad including a third structure having a height equal to the first height . 

27. / (Currently amended)The disk drive of claim 26 further comprising: 

/ a compression pad disposed proximately to a trailing edge of said slider body, wherein 
said first and second rails are generally closer to one another near the leading edge than near 
the trailing edge. 



28. (Cancelled) 

29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Cancelled) 



